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hostile advance of November, 1914, which never materialised.
The only active employment found for it was the repression of
a rising among the Semissi tribesmen of the Western desert,
fomented by enemy agents, which, though troublesome rather
than dangerous, took a considerable time to quell.

In Mesopotamia, however, the year closed on an unhappy
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state of affairs. The essential objects which our expedition
had originally been sent to achieve had been fully satisfied with
the occupation of the river delta at the end of 1914; but the
Indian Government, which was responsible for the campaign,
let itself be misled by the ill-founded optimism of the com-
mander, Nixon, into sanctioning a series of further advances,
culminating in a long-range offensive on Bagdad, the capital
of the country, for which his forces were totally inadequate.